[Epidemiology of H. pylori infection and gastric mucosal atrophy].
Progress in sanitary conditions, especially development of clean water supply for these 50 years has been reducing prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection in Japan. The reduction in corporation with a less intake of highly salted foods and probably infection at later ages decreases prevalence and/or severity of gastric mucosal atrophy. Consequently, incidence of gastric cancer has been decreasing. However, it was unveiled that those with H. pylori infection and gastric mucosal atrophy have high risk of gastric cancer even after successful eradication of the infection, which still remains as a problem.